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Prabodh Devkota Ca re "

Deputy Country Director
CARE Bangladesh

Over the years Bangladesh has made significant improvements in addressing challenges around nutrition
especially, stunting, wasting and underweight. Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey 2014 and 2017 show
the reduction of stunting from 36% to 31%, wasting from 14% to 8% and underweight 31% to 22 %. However, there
is still a huge gap that calls for collective actions. There is already a rich repository of knowledge and lessons
learnt, available nationally and internationally that suggest in order to achieve SDGs and to sustain the gains, it is
critical to achieve nutrition targets. Given this context, the strategic leadership provided by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare and Bangladesh National Nutrition Council (BNNC) is commendable.

Due to traditional gender and social norms women and girls’ access to resources and services are limited and
this significantly impacts on nutrition status. In addition, geographical remoteness, poverty, livelihood and food
insecurity, low literacy and frequent natural shocks entrap families in cyclical poverty which disproportionately
impacts on women and girls" access to nutrition and health services. Thus it is extremely important to recognize
context- specific challenges and gender aspects within nutrition discourse, strategies, policies and practices.

As nutrition related issues are diverse and complex, they demand comprehensive multi-sectoral response from
different stakeholders including the government, private sectors, NGOs, and communities. In this context, multi-
sectoral approach such as the Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Coordination Committee at sub- national level has a huge
potential to offer strategic window of opportunities for collective response; informed by innovative participatory
approaches, best practices and evidence generated from the work of different organizations including CARE.

Sunamganj - the low land, flooded by water for around six months a year - faces range of challenges, from
communication to access to health care, livelihoods, water, sanitation, hygiene and so forth. As a result,
achieving nutrition outcomes remains a huge challenge. Nevertheless, various efforts are underway to address
the situation. In this context, the leadership from the Bangladesh Government, especially, the District and the
Sub District Nutrition Coordination Committees (DNCC and UNCC), have been truly inspiring in promoting the
multi-sectoral approaches to nutrition. As part of this effort, CARE Bangladesh and other stakeholders have
also contributed to the process of coming up with the first ever “Participatory Multi-sectoral District Annual
Nutrition Plan 2019-20". The evidence generated from this initiative will prove vital to derive learning and offer
opportunities for potential replication in other parts of Bangladesh and beyond.

| hereby express my deep appreciation and respect to the BNNC, DNCC and UNCC for taking the initiative of
developingthe Annual Nutrition Plan. | strongly believe such initiatives undertaken by the Bangladesh Government,

and complemented by the development actors, civil society and media will have significant and more importantly
sustainable positive impacts in achieving nutrition outcomes in Sunamganj and beyond.

Prabodh Devkota
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